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Introducing The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

This term we will be using to the fabulous story of the Wind in the Willows as our class text. This is a classic 

tale that allows us to take a peek into the lives and habitats of some British animals. We will find out the 

stories of Mole, Rat, Badger and Toad and many more. 

You might have come across this story before or this might be your first time. It is available in book form, 

as a film, as an audiobook, as a play or even on the radio, there are lots of different versions! It doesn’t 

really matter if you have seen it, read it, listened to it or watched it, it’s time to refresh your memory or 

have the pleasure of encountering it for the first time! 

We are going to use an abridged (carefully shortened) version that is available from the BBC as an 

audiobook: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq 

(free, but you might have to sign in, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And a script, which you can download from the Class homework page: 

https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.phpso  

It is in ten episodes of 15 minutes, so you can listen a bit at a time, or read and listen together, or read it 

first and then have a listen or share it with a parent, it is up to you. 

Each week I am going to set some tasks based on one of the episodes which will hopefully help and inspire 

you to do some writing. Yes! I would love to see some writing from you, don’t worry, the tasks will help 

you to build up to what you need to do. 

Task 1 
 

Read and 
listen! 

The first task is to get familiar with the first part of the story. We’ll just look at episode 
one this week, unless you would like to jump on and find out what happens next! 
 
Read the script and have a pencil and paper ready. 
 
There will be some words that you don’t know the meaning of. Note them down so that 
you can look them up in a dictionary (if you don’t have a paper one this is a good one). 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like, it is beautifully read or share it with an adult. 

Task 2 
 

Describing 
Mole 

 
Phrases and 
vocabulary 

Kenneth Grahame (KG) writes some lovely description to give us a picture of the animals 
and their characters. In episode one we are first introduced to Mole and KG uses some 
great alliteration to describe Mole moving through the soil - he “scraped and scratched 
and scrabbled and scrooged”. 
 
I would like you to come up with more verbs, adverbs and adjectives to describe a mole.  
 
You could write your ideas on the Mole Resource Sheet, or draw the outline of one 
yourself. Watch this video clip with the sound off to describe what the mole looks like, 
its movement and then turn on the sound to listen to the noise it makes too (and the 
commentary is quite informative if you are interested – you could even use some ideas 
from how the seal moves to describe how the Mole moves thought he soil). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.phpso
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.phpso
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzqIo89VLr4
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Task 3 

 
Mole Poem 

 
Short, Short, 

long 

Now that you have ideas for describing Mole we are going to use them to create a Mole 
Poem. 
Gather your ideas together into two group, short two word descriptions and longer 4 or 
5 word descriptions. Here is an example from Michael Rosen: 
 

Shorts Longs 

Gulls cry Dad snores in the sun 

Waved splash Tasty yummy fish and chips 
Sandy toes Sandcastle like a mountain 

Ice cream Waves lapping at the shore 

Children dig  

Buckets and spades  
 
Using the pattern short, short, long, short, short, long you can create a lovely Mole 
poem. 
 
Michael Rosen added to and arranged his short, short long into: 
 
The Beach 
 

Gulls cry, wind blows, 
Waves lapping at the shore, 
Children dig, buckets and spades, 
Dad snores in the sun. 
 
Sandy toes, ice cream, 
Tasty yummy fish and chips, 
Children dig buckets and spades, 
Sandcastles like a mountain! 
 
Have a play about with your words and descriptions (maybe you could write them on 
different bits of paper so you can move them around) and see what you can create. 
Don’t forget to send me your poems so that I can enjoy them too! 

Task 4 
 

Description 
of Mole 

In the script of Episode 1, Kenneth Grahame writes a great description of Rat as he 
emerges from his hole, and Mole sees him for the first time. Find it and read it again (out 
loud to an adult if possible). For this task I would like you to imagine that you are Rat 
emerging from your hole and seeing Mole for the first time. 
 
Using all the lovely language that you have developed over the recent tasks, please write 
a paragraph or two describing Mole. Imagine what Rat sees Mole doing on the other 
side of the River. Is Mole excited? Nervous (he’s never seen a river)? Frightened of rat, or 
pleased to see him? Describe the way he looks and moves. 
 
Remember, your first draft does not need to be perfect! Once you have written it, read it 
out loud, make sure it makes sense, edit the punctuation and spelling and make 
improvements – can you add extra detail with more adjectives and adverbs? 
 
This might be the first writing that you have done for a while, not to worry, just give it 
your best effort. Send me a photo of your description and I will give you some hints and 
ideas. Good luck! I can’t wait to see what you can do! Mr Webster  
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